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ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOCORRO, 

TEXAS, ESTABLISHING A DETENTION FACILITY SERVICES FEE FOR 

DETENTION FACILITIES; PROVIDING FINDINGS, PURPOSE, 

DEFINITIONS, FEE IMPOSITION, RATE, USE OF FUNDS, 

ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, SEVERABILITY, AND EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

 

WHEREAS 

1. The City of Socorro is a home-rule municipality authorized under Article XI, 

Section 5 of the Texas Constitution to regulate land use and recover the 

reasonable costs of municipal services necessary to protect public health, safety, 

and welfare; 

2. Texas law permits municipalities to impose fees reasonably related to the cost of 

providing municipal services, provided such fees are not primarily for revenue 

generation (City of Houston v. Harris County Outdoor Advertising Ass’n, 879 

S.W.2d 322 (Tex. App.—Houston [14th Dist.] 1994)); 

3. Detention facilities, including privately operated facilities under federal or state 

contract, generate disproportionate and recurring demands on municipal police, 

fire, emergency medical, inspection, planning, and administrative services; 

4. These service demands impose direct and measurable costs on the City that are 

not fully recovered through general taxation; 

5. The City Council finds that requiring detention facilities to pay their proportional 

share of fees reasonable, necessary, and in the public interest; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF SOCORRO, TEXAS: 

 

SECTION 1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this ordinance is to: 

A. Protect public health, safety, and welfare; 

B. Recover the reasonable and actual costs of municipal services attributable to detention 

facilities; 

C. Ensure that such costs are not shifted to City residents and businesses; 
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D. Comply with applicable Texas constitutional and statutory requirements governing  

fees. 

 

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS 

Detention Facility 

Any facility, public or private, used for the confinement of individuals by reason of 

criminal charges, immigration status, civil detention, or other governmental authority, 

including facilities operated under contract with federal, state, or local agencies. 

Operator 

Any private entity or contractor responsible for the operation or management of a 

detention facility. 

Detention Facility Services Fee 

A regulatory, cost-recovery fee imposed to recover the City’s costs of providing police, 

fire, emergency medical, inspection, planning, and administrative services. 

 

SECTION 3. IMPOSITION OF FEE 

A. A Detention Facility Services Fee is hereby imposed on each detention facility located 

within the City of Socorro, Texas. 

B. The fee shall be assessed annually and shall be paid by the facility operator. 

C. This fee is a regulatory cost-recovery fee and not a tax. 

 

SECTION 4. FEE AMOUNT AND CALCULATION 

A. Base Annual Fee 

Each detention facility shall pay a Base Annual Detention Facility Services Fee of $75, 

000.00 

B. Per-Bed Fee 

Each detention facility shall additionally pay a Detention Facility Service Fee of $600.00 

per occupied bed per year, calculated using the facility’s average daily population for the 

prior calendar year. 

C. Adjustments 

The City Council may adjust the fee amounts by resolution based on documented 

changes in municipal service costs. 

 

SECTION 5. USE OF FUNDS 



All fees collected under this ordinance shall be deposited into a restricted municipal 

services fund and used exclusively for: 

1. Police services and coordination 

2. Fire protection and inspections 

3. Emergency medical services 

4. Emergency preparedness and response planning 

5. Code enforcement, inspections, and administrative oversight 

6. Infrastructure impacts attributable to detention facilities 

 

SECTION 6. EXEMPTIONS 

This ordinance does not apply to detention facilities owned and directly operated by the 

State of Texas or the federal government, except to the extent permitted by law. 

Privately operated facilities under government contract are not exempt. 

 

SECTION 7. ENFORCEMENT 

Failure to pay the fee constitutes a violation of the City Code and may result in: 

• Suspension of certificates of occupancy 

• Withholding of permits or approvals 

• Civil remedies as authorized by law 

 

SECTION 8. SEVERABILITY 

If any provision of this ordinance is held invalid, the remainder shall remain in effect. 

 

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This ordinance shall take effect on _____ day of ___________ 2026. 

 

      THE CITY OF SOCORRO 

 

                                                                        _______________________________ 

                                                                        Rudy Cruz, Jr. Mayor 

 



ATTEST: 

________________________ 

Olivia Navarro, City Clerk 

________________________ 

James A. Martinez, City Attorney 

Introduction, First Reading and Calling for a Public Hearing: February 11, 2026

 Second Reading and Adoption: 


