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CITY OF SOCORRO BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
September 25, 2025 

 

 
Items for discussion and action: 
 
1.   Call to order: 

Vice Chair, Ms. Miriam Cruz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 

2. Establishment of quorum: 
A quorum was established with four (4) members present at the time of the roll call. 
 

3. Excuse absent commission members: 
      A motion was made by Miriam Cruz and seconded by David Oropeza, to cancel Item Three 

(3) as no Commission members were absent. Motion carried. 
             
      Ayes: Miriam Cruz, David Oropeza, Albert Lagunas, and Victor Espinoza. 
      Nays:  
      Abstain:  
      Absent:  

 
4.  Reading of the Board of Adjustment Statement. 

Chair Ms. Cruz read the statement out loud.  
 
5.  Swearing of all people giving testimony. 

The Applicant was sworn in by Chair Ms. Miriam Cruz. 
 
6. Consider and Take Action on the approval of meeting minutes for August 28, 2025. 

A motion was made by David Oropeza and seconded by Albert Lagunas to approve 
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meeting minutes for August 28, 2025, Item Six (6). Motion carried. 
 
      Ayes: Miriam Cruz, David Oropeza, Albert Lagunas, and Victor Espinoza. 
      Nays: 
      Abstain:  
      Absent:  
 
7. Consider and Take Action on the proposed variance request from the Municipal Code 

Section 46-236. – Permitted uses- Subsection 7 and 7a to allow a single wide manufactured 
home older than eight years, from the manufactured date at 725 Campeche Rd., Socorro 
TX., and being Lot 30, Block 1, El Campestre Subdivision. 
 
Presentation was given by Mrs. Rodirguez. 
Chair Ms. Cruz administered the oath to applicant Rene Ornelas, who would be responding 
to questions. 
 
Speakers: Rene Ornelas. 
 
1st Motion 
 
A motion was made by David Oropeza and seconded by Albert Lagunas to approve Item 
Seven (7). Motion Failed 
 

      Ayes: David Oropeza, Albert Lagunas, and Victor Espinoza. 
      Nays:  
      Abstain: Miriam Cruz 
      Absent: 
 
     2nd Motion  
  

A second motion was made by Miriam Cruz and seconded by David Oropeza to approve 
Item Seven (7) with the condition that manufactured homes passes inspection and city 
standards to obtain a Certificate of Occupancy Motion carried. 

 
      Ayes: Miriam Cruz, David Oropeza, Albert Lagunas, and Victor Espinoza. 
      Nays:  
      Abstain:  
      Absent:  
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8. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Miriam Cruz and seconded by David Oropeza to adjourn the 
meeting under Item Eight (8). Motion carried. 

 
      Ayes: Miriam Cruz, David Oropeza, Albert Lagunas, and Victor Espinoza. 

Nays: 
      Abstain:  

Absent:  
      Meeting adjourned at 6:35 PM. 
 
      ________________________                                                      ________________________              
      Miriam Cruz, Chair                                                                    Date minutes were approved 
 
      __________________________                                                      ________________________ 
     Judith Rodriguez, Secretary                                                              Date minutes were approved. 



CITY OF SOCORRO
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS MEETING
MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 23, 2025

VARIANCE REQUEST
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT: VARIANCE REQUEST FROM THE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 46-239 - 
ACCESSORY STRUCTURES - SUBSECTION (B), TO ALLOW A 2,400 SQ. FT. ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURE, WHICH EXCEEDS 50% OF THE 3,432 SQ. FT. PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE. THE 
REQUESTED VARIANCE IS 684 SQ. FT. THE PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 538 RANCHO VIEJO 
DR., SOCORRO, TX., BEING LOT 8, BLOCK 7, RANCHO MIRAVAL ESTATES. 

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 

PROPERTY LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION:  

PROPERTY OWNER: 

PROPERTY AREA:  

CURRENT ZONING: 

SUMMARY: 

BACKGROUND: 

538 RANCHO VIEJO DR.

LOT 8, BLOCK 7, RANCHO MIRAVAL ESTATES

JOSE CABRAL

43,643 SQ. F.T
R-1 (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL)
The applicant is requesting a variance to allow an accessory 
structure that exceeds the 50% of the square footage of the 
principal structure. 

N/A

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: Section 46-239. - Accessory Structures- SubSection (b), states that 
an accessory structure shall not exceed 50 percent of the square 
footage of the principal structure for properties zoned R-1 (Single 
Family Residential). The applicant is proposing a storage accessory 
structure that exceeds this limitation and therefore requires a 
variance of 684 sq. ft. to allow the proposed design.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff  recommends APPROVAL of the variance request from the 
Municipal Code Section 46-239-.
2(b).

 Accessory Structures.-SubSection 

ITEM # 7 



APPLICATION 



APPLICATION 



ZONING MAP 



AERIAL IMAGE 



SITE PICTURES 

View of property from Rancho Viejo Dr. 

View of property 
from the left side 
of the house 
towards the 
backyard. 



RANCHO MIRAVAL ESTATES 
RECORDED PLAT: OCTOBER 1979 



RANCHO MIRAVAL ESTATES 
RECORDED PLAT: OCTOBER 1979 



SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT- SITE PLAN 



SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT-  
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 



CITY OF SOCORRO
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS MEETING
MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 23, 2025

VARIANCE REQUEST
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT: VARIANCE REQUEST FROM THE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 46-238 - AREA RE-
QUIREMENTS - SUBSECTION 2A AND 2D TO ALLOW A REDUCED FRONT YARD SETBACK OF 
19’-0” INSTEAD OF THE 25’-0” SETBACK REQUIREMENT, AND A REDUCED REAR YARD SET-
BACK OF 11’-0” INSTEAD OF THE 25’-0” SETBACK REQUIREMENT AT 10164 CONQUISTADOR 
DR., SOCORRO, TX., AND BEING LOT 11, BLOCK 3, SPANISH TRAIL SUBDIVISION TO ALLOW 
THE ENCROACHMENT OF THE EXISTING STRUCTURE AND A PROPOSED ADDITION.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 10164 CONQUISTADOR DR.

PROPERTY LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION:  LOT 11, BLOCK 3, SPANISH TRAIL SUBDIVISION

PROPERTY OWNER: ALICIA MENDOZA

PROPERTY AREA:  11,147 S.F.

CURRENT ZONING: R-1 (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL)

SUMMARY: The applicant is requesting a variance to allow the existing 
structure as well as a proposed addition to encroach the front and  
rear setbacks. 

BACKGROUND:  N/A

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: Section 46-238. - Area Requirements. (SubSection 2A and 2D)  
provides the minimum yard setbacks for properties zoned  
R-1 (Single-Family Residential). A small portion of the existing
structure and the proposed addition would require a Front Setback
variance of 5’-8” (rounded to 6’-0”) and a Rear Setback variance of
13’-7” (rounded to 14’-0”) to allow the applicant’s design for the
proposed addition.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff  recommends APPROVAL of the variance request from the  
Municipal Code Section 46-238.- Area Requirements. -SubSection  
2A to allow a reduced front yard setback of 19’-0” instead of the 
25’-0” setback requirement and;
Staff  recommends APPROVAL of the variance request from the  
Municipal Code Section 46-238.- Area Requirements. -SubSection  
2D to allow a reduced rear yard setback of 11’-0” instead of the 
25’-0” setback requirement as the request meets the spirit of the  
code and substantial justice will be made. 

ITEM # 8 



APPLICATION



APPLICATION



ZONING MAP



AERIAL IMAGE



View of property from Conquistador Dr and Galleon Ln.

SITE PICTURES



DATE RECORDED: JULY 1970

SPANISH TRAIL ADDITION RECORDED PLAT



DATE RECORDED: JULY 1970

SPANISH TRAIL ADDITION RECORDED PLAT






SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT - SITE PLAN






SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT - SITE PLAN



CITY OF SOCORRO
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS MEETING
MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 23, 2025

VARIANCE REQUEST
STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT: VARIANCE REQUEST FROM THE MUNICIPAL CODE SECTION 46-262 - AREA RE-
QUIREMENTS - SUBSECTION 2(a) TO ALLOW A REDUCED FRONT YARD SETBACK OF 15’-6” 
INSTEAD OF THE 20’-0” SETBACK REQUIREMENT. THE REQUESTED VARIANCE IS 4'-6". THE 
PROPERTY IS LOCATED AT 12044 COTTON CLOUD WAY, SOCORRO, TX., AND BEING LOT 
11, BLOCK 5, HIDDEN VALLEY ESTATES TO ALLOW THE ENCROACHMENT FOR THE NEW 
HOME.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 12044 COTTON CLOUD WAY.

PROPERTY LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION:  LOT 11, BLOCK 5, HIDDEN VALLEY ESTATES

PROPERTY OWNER:

REPRESENTATIVE

WILLIAM ZOLONDEK

JAIME E. GONZALEZ

PROPERTY AREA:  9,147.6 S.F.
CURRENT ZONING: R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL)
SUMMARY: The applicant is requesting a variance to allow the encroachment of 

the front yard setback for the new home.  

BACKGROUND: Construction of the home was started by the previous owner. 

STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE: Section 46-262. - Area Requirements- SubSection 2(a)  
provides the minimum yard setbacks for properties zoned  
R-2 (Medium Density Residential). A small portion of the new home
would require a front setback variance of 4'-6".

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff  recommends APPROVAL of the variance request from the 

   

 

Municipal Code Section 46-262.-  Area Requirements. -SubSection  
2(a) to allow a reduced front yard setback of 15'-6" instead of 
the 20’-0” setback requirement as the request meets the spirit 
of the  code and substantial justice will be made. 

ITEM # 9 



APPLICATION 

 





ZONING MAP 



SITE PICTURES 
View of property from Cotton Cloud Way. 



HIDDEN VALLEY ESTATES  RECORDED PLAT

DATE RECORDED: JUNE 2010 



HIDDEN VALLEY STATES- RECORDED PLAT
(WIDE AREA) 



SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT- SITE PLAN 



SUPPLEMENTAL DOCUMENT- SITE PLAN
(WIDE AREA) 
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