Elia Garcia
Mayor

Rene Rodriguez
At Large

Cesar Nevarez
District 1

Ralph Duran

District 2

Victor Perez
District 3/Mayor Pro Tem

Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
District 4

Adriana Rodarte
City Manager

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

AUGUST 15, 2019 @ 6:00 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Victor Perez, Mayor ProTem
Rene Rodriguez

Ralph Duran

Yvonne Colon-Villalobos

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Mayor Elia Garcia
Cesar Nevarez

STAFF PRESENT:

Adriana Rodarte, City Manager
Olivia Navarro, City Clerk
Charles Casiano, Finance Director
Jim Martinez, City Attorney

Chief David Burton

Lt. C. Rey

Lt. Eddie Smith

Sgt. Linda Custic

Job Terrazas, Building Official
Isela Gonzalez, Court Coordinator
Officer Deusterman

Alex Alvarez, PW Supervisor
Julie Franco, City Auditor
Estevan Gonzales, I'T Director

Victor Reta, Recreation Centers Supervisor

Jesus Alvarado, Code Enforcer

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at: 6:06 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Charles Casiano
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3.

10.

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
A quorum was established with four members present.
PUBLIC COMMENT

PUBLIC COMMENT

Teresa Martinez, Alfonso Cruz Pacheco, Miriam Cruz, Loraine Fresquez and Andrew
Apodaca spoke during Public Comment.

RECOGNITION OF LIFE SAVING AWARD TO OFFICER NATHANIEL
DEUSTERMAN. CHIEF DAVID BURTON

Chief David Burton recognized and pinned Officer Deusterman.

RECOGNITION OF THE FIRST CITIZEN’S ACADEMY.
CHIEF DAVID BURTON

Chief David Burton presented all graduates of the Citizen’s Academy with a
certificate.

CONSENT AGENDA
EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS. OLIVIA NAVARRO

APPROVAL OF REGULAR COUNCIL MINUTES OF AUGUST 1, 2019.
OLIVIA NAVARRO

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC
HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF CITY OF SOCORRO,
TEXAS GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2020;
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES AND DELEGATING AUTHORITY FOR
THE SALE AND DELIVERY OF THE BONDS; LEVYING AN ANNUAL AD
VALOREM TAX FOR THE PAYMENT OF SAID BONDS; PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE; AND ENACTING OTHER PROVISION RELATING TO
THE SUBJECT. ADRIANA RODARTE

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC
HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PROPOSED REZONING OF
TRACTS 11B1, 11B2 & 11B3, ROBERT E. NIX SURVEY 302 ABST 10170
LOCATED AT 16143, 16133, 16106 GATEWAY BLVD WEST FROM
UNCLASSIFIED AND C-2 (GENERAL COMMERCIAL) FOR A
COMMERCIAL VENTURE. JOB TERRAZAS
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11. INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC
HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
THE CITY OF SOCORRO MASTER PLAN AND REZONING OF LOT 8,
FRIEDMAN ESTATES #2, BLOCK 11 LOCATED AT 11460 DATSUN FROM
R-1, SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL TO R-2, MEDIUM DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL FOR A SECOND DWELLING. JOB TERRAZAS

12. INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC
HEARING ON AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2
(ADMINISTRATION), ARTICLE IV (BOARDS, COMMISSIONS,
AGENCIES AND AUTHORITIES), DIVISION 3 (BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT) SECTION 2-17§ (APPEALS) OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS AND TO APPROVE
THE RULES AND BYLAWS OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT.

JOB TERRAZAS

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve the
Consent Agenda. Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

REGULAR AGENDA

PUBLIC HEARINGS/ORDINANCES

13. PUBLIC HEARING ON THE CITY OF SOCORRO’S PROPERTY TAX
RATE. ADRIANA RODARTE

Public Hearing opened at 6:52 pm
Miriam Cruz spoke during Public Hearing
Public Hearing closed at 6:55 pm

14. PUBLIC HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE “CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE,
SALE AND DELIVERY OF CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS COMBINATION
TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION SERIES 2019”;
SECURING THE PAYMENT THEREOF BY AUTHORIZING THE LEVY
OF AN ANNUAL AD VALOREM TAX; APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING
THE EXECUTION OF ALL INSTRUMENTS AND PROCEDURES
RELATED THERETO INCLUDING A PAYING AGENT/ REGISTRAR
AGREEMENT AND A PURCHASE CONTRACT; APPROVING THE FORM
OF AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT; AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE. ADRIANA RODARTE
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15.

16.

17.

Public Hearing opened at 6:56 pm
Miriam Cruz spoke during Public Hearing
Public Hearing closed at 7:00 pm

SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE “CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS, AUTHORIZING THE
ISSUANCE, SALE AND DELIVERY OF CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS
COMBINATION TAX AND REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION
SERIES 2019”; SECURING THE PAYMENT THEREOF BY
AUTHORIZING THE LEVY OF AN ANNUAL AD VALOREM TAX;
APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF ALL
INSTRUMENTS AND PROCEDURES RELATED THERETO INCLUDING
A PAYING AGENT/ REGISTRAR AGREEMENT AND A PURCHASE
CONTRACT; APPROVING THE FORM OF AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT;
AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. ADRIANA RODARTE

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran fo approve item
number fifieen (15). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CITY
OF SOCORRO’S MASTER PLAN AND REZONING OF TRACT 5,
SOCORRO GRANT, BLOCK 21 LOCATED AT 10166 SOCORRO RD.,
FROM A-1, AGRICULTURAL TO C-2, GENERAL COMMERCIAL FOR A
PARKING LOT. JOB TERRAZAS

Public Hearing opened at 7:15 pm
No Speaker during Public Hearing
Public Hearing closed at 7:16 pm

SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE FOR THE
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF SOCORRO’S MASTER
PLAN AND REZONING OF TRACT 5, SOCORRO GRANT, BLOCK 21
LOCATED AT 10166 SOCORRO RD., FROM A-1, AGRICULTURAL TO C-2,
GENERAL COMMERCIAL FOR A PARKING LOT. JOB TERRAZAS

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
number seventeen (17). Motion passed.

Miriam Cruz spoke on this item
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Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

18. PUBLIC HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PROPOSED
AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF SOCORRO’S MASTER PLAN AND
REZONING OF TRACTS 3B, 4C & 4D, SOCORRO GRANT, BLOCK 21
LOCATED AT 10180 SOCORRO RD., FROM R-1, SINGLE FAMILY
RESIDENTIAL TO C-2, GENERAL COMMERCIAL TO USE THE
PROPERTY FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES. JOB TERRAZAS

Public Hearing opened at 7:24 pm
No speakers for Public Hearing
Public Hearing closed at 7:25 pm

19. Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance for the proposed Amendment to the
City of Socorro’s Master Plan and rezoning of Tracts 3B, 4C & 4D, Socorro Grant,
Block 21 located at 10180 Socorro Rd., from R-1, Single Family Residential to C-2,
General Commercial to use the property for commercial purposes.  Job Terrazas

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
number nineteen (19). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

GRANTS DEPARTMENT

20. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 581 APPROVING
THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE EPMPO’S
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES SET-ASIDE (TASA) CALL FOR
PROJECTS FOR A SHARED USE PATH FOR BICYCLIST AND
PEDESTRIANS ALONG PASSMORE ROAD. THE CITY’S MATCH
REQUIREMENT IS $144,041.32. ALEJANDRA VALADEZ

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
number twenty (20). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez
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21. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 582 APPROVING
THE SUBMISSION OF A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE EPMPO’S
TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES SET-ASIDE (TASA) CALL FOR
PROJECTS FOR A SHARED USE PATH FOR BICYCLIST AND
PEDESTRIANS ALONG RIO VISTA ROAD. THE CITY’S MATCH
REQUIREMENT IS $102,980.12. ALEJANDRA VALADEZ

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
approve item number twenty-one (21). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

RECREATIONS DEPARTMENT

22. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ENTER INTO A MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN THE PASO DEL NORTE
PARANORMAL SOCIETY (PDNPS) AND THE CITY OF SOCORRO.

VICTOR RETA

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
approve item twenty-two (22). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

POLICE DEPARTMENT

23. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON ASSESSING A 25.00 PER HOUR FEE FOR
USAGE OF OFF-DUTY MARKED PATROL UNITS WHERE A UNIT IS
REQUIRED AND TO DIRECT CITY ADMINISTRATION TO PREPARE AN
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT TO IMPLEMENT THE FEE.

CHIEF DAVID BURTON

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
number twenty-three (23). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez
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PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT

24. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON THE PROPOSED CONDITIONAL USE

25.

PERMIT FOR A MECHANIC SHOP FOR LOT 6, BLOCK 2, BAGGE
ESTATES SUBDIVISION LOCATED AT 10074 NORTH LOOP DR.
JOB TERRAZAS

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran 70 delete item
twenty-four (24). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON THE REPLAT APPROVAL FOR
NAVARRETE-BLANCO SUBDIVISION, FOR A LOT SPLIT BEING ALL OF
LOT §, BLOCK 2, SUNHAVEN FARMS AT 557 SUNHAVEN DR.

JOB TERRAZAS

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
number twenty-five (25). Motion passed.

Lorraine Fresquez and Alfonso Pacheco spoke on this item.
Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos

Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

CITY MANAGER

26.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ANNOUNCE THE DATE ON WHICH CITY
COUNCIL WILL TAKE FINAL ACTION ON THE TAX RATE AND ON THE
MUNICIPAL BUDGET. ADRIANA RODARTE

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
announce September 11, 2019 as the date to take final action on the tax rate and
municipal budget. Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez
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27. PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION REGARDING TAX RATE
CALCULATIONS, REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE CITY OF
SOCORRO’S PROPOSED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 - 2020.

ADRIANA RODARTE
No action on this item.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

28. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO APPROVE MAYOR, ELIA GARCIA AND
DISTRICT 2 REPRESENTATIVE, RALPH DURAN TO ATTEND THE
NALEO NATIONAL POLICY INSTITUTE ON EMERGENCY RESPONSE
AND MANAGEMENT WHICH WILL BE HELD SEPTEMBER 12-14, 2019
AT THE HYATT REGENCY LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA.

RALPH DURAN
A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
twenty-eight (28). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos

Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

WORKSHOP

29. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON CHARTER AMENDMENTS SECTIONS
VII, VIII, IX, PAGES 28 THROUGH 39 FOR THE 2020 GENERAL
ELECTION. ADRIANA RODARTE

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
postpone for next regular meeting. Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to move into
Executive Session afier a five (5) minute recess.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

THE CITY COUNCIL CONVENED INTO A FIVE MINUTE RECESS
FOLLOWED BY EXECUTIVE SESSION.

RECESS 8:29 PM

BACK INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 8:36 PM.
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THE CITY COUNCIL RECONVENED IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:48 PM

30. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON ADVICE RECEIVED FROM CITY
ATTORNEY IN CLOSED SESSION, AND ACTION TO APPROVE REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION; AUTHORIZE FILING OR SETTLEMENT OF
LEGAL ACTION; AUTHORIZE EMPLOYMENT OF EXPERT WITNESSES
AND CONSULTANTS, AND EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
WITH RESPECT TO PENDING LEGAL MATTERS. ADRIANA RODARTE

31. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON QUALIFICATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS FOR
EMPLOYMENT AND FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS, JOB PERFORMANCE OF EMPLOYEES, REAL ESTATE
ACQUISITION AND RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE FROM CITY ATTORNEY
REGARDING LEGAL ISSUES AFFECTING THESE MATTERS.

ADRIANA RODARTE

32. DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION AND
RECEIVE STATUS REPORT REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION.
ADRIANA RODARTE

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to delete items
thirty (30), thirty-one (31) and thirty-two (32). Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez

33. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON APPLICATION OF EL PASO ELECTRIC
COMPANY TO EXPAND AND CHANGE RATES FOR THE EXISTING
VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY SOLAR PILOT PROGRAM IN TEXAS
[551.071].

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to approve item
thirty-three (33). Motion passed.

Miriam Cruz spoke on this item.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Ralph Duran and Yvonne Colon-Villalobos

Nays:
Absent: Cesar Nevarez
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34. ADJOURN

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Ralph Duran to adjourn at 8:50
pm. Motion passed.

Victor Pere%,\}\@ayor ProTem

W /'
v

Olivia Navarro, City Clerk




