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Vacant District 2
Mayor
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At Large/Mayor Pro Tem
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Maria Reyes District 4
District 1
Adriana Rodarte
City Manager
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
MAY 4,2017 @ 6:00 P.M.
MEMBERS PRESENT:

Victor Perez

Rene Rodriguez

Yvonne Colon-Villalobos
Maria Reyes

Alejandro Garcia

STAFF PRESENT:

Adriana Rodarte, City Manager
Olivia Navarro, City Clerk

Jim Martinez, City Attorney

Chief Carlos Maldonado

LT. Eddie Smith

Sgt. Jasiel Mufioz

Job Terrazas, Administrative Assistant
Miguel Rosas, Parks and Public Works Director
Omar Guevara, IT Director

Anibal Olague, Grants Department
Leonel Nuiiez, Grants Department
Charles Casiano, Finance Director
Adriana Rodriguez, Executive Assistant
Rosio Marin, HR Director

Gerardo Rochel, Building Inspector

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at: 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Omar Guevara.

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

A quorum was established with five members present.
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A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Alejandro Garcia to move up
item number five (5). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:

PRESENTATIONS

5. RECOGNITION TO PARTICIPANTS OF THE JAMES BUTLER GAMES
FOR SOCORRO INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT. RENE RODRIGUEZ

Rene Rodriguez and Alejandro Garcia spoke on this item.

Alejandro Garcia recognized the schools and students.
PUBLIC COMMENT

PUBLIC COMMENT

Suky Ramos was signed up to speak but declined.

Ruby Zuiiiga, Sam Leony, Daniel Hernandez, Sergio Jaime and Carlos Maldonado spoke
on this item.

CONSENT AGENDA
6. APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF APRIL 6, 2017.
OLIVIA NAVARRO
7. EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS. OLIVIA NAVARRO

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Victor Perez to approve the
Consent Agenda with correction to the adjournment of the April 6, 2017 minutes
that Mr. Perez was not absent. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays;
Abstain:

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Victor Perez to move into
Executive Session this time for items twenty-seven (27), twenty-eight (28), twenty-
nine (29) and thirty (30). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:
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THE CITY COUNCIL CONVENED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:42 PM

EXECUTIVE SESSION

THE CITY COUNCIL RECONVENED IN OPEN SESSION AT 7:40 PM

28. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF THE CITY OF

SOCORRO’S PLANNING & ZONING DIRECTOR. ADRIANA RODARTE
A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Maria Reyes to approve the
termination of City of Socorro’s Planning and Zoning Director as recommended
by city manager. Motion passed.

Sam Leony was signed up to speak but declined

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime spoke on this item.
Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia

Nays:
Abstain:

29. CLAIM FOR DAMAGES TO REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY

SUBMITTED BY RALPH DURAN [551.071]. JAMES A. MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Maria Reyes to delete the claim
submitted by Ralph Duran to real and personal property. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:

30. CLAIM FOR DAMAGES TO REAL PROPERTY AND AGRICULTURAL

PRODUCTS SUBMITTED BY JAMES L. IVEY, LTD. [551.071].
JAMES A. MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Alejandro Garcia to deny the
claim submitted by James L. Ivey, LTD. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:
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8.

REGULAR AGENDA
CITY ATTORNEY

RESOLUTION THAT THE INTERIM RATE ADJUSTMENT FILED BY
TEXAS GAS SERVICE COMPANY, A DIVISION OF ONE GAS, INC., ON
MARCH 15, 2017 BE SUSPENDED FOR 45 DAYS AFTER THE
EFFECTIVE DATE SPECIFIED IN FILING; THAT TEXAS GAS SERVICE
COMPANY IS ORDERED TO FILE WITH THE CITY CLERK AND CITY
ATTORNEY COMPLETE WORKING PAPERS SUPPORTING ALL ITS
CLAIMED COST OF THE INVESTMENT IN SERVICE GAS UTILITY
SERVICES AND THAT THE CITY MANAGER NOTIFY TEXAS GAS
SERVICE COMPANY OF THE SUSPENSION. JAMES A. MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
approve item number eight (§). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:

Abstain:

IT DEPARTMENT

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST BY
CITY COUNCIL ON MARCH 16, 2017 TO RESEARCH COST OF VOICE
NOTIFICATION FOR RESIDENTS OF SOCORRO. OMAR GUEVARA

Presentation by Omar Guevara.

A motion was made by Victor Reyes seconded by Alejandro Garcia to postpone
for the next regular meeting. Motion passed.

Daniel Martinez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:

Abstain:

HUMAN RESOURCES

10. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO APPROVE UPDATE EMPLOYMENT

APPLICATION. ROSIO MARIN

Presentation made by Rosio Marin.
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11.

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Alejandro Garcia to approve
with recommended changes on voluntary section regarding the level of education
be deleted. Motion passed.

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:

GRANTS DEPARTMENT

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO
EXECUTE GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE TEXAS HISTORICAL
COMMISSION FOR A GRANT AWARD OF $30,000.00 TO IMPLEMENT
PLANNING ACTIVITIES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF RIO VISTA
FARMS. ANIBAL OLAGUE

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Maria Reyes to approve and
authorize the mayor to execute grant agreement with The U.S. Department of
Interior National Service Historic Preservation Fund Program in the amount of
$19,800.00 for planning activities in the Vista Farms. Motion passed.

Anibal Olague and Suky Ramos spoke on this item.

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
suspend the rule and allow speakers to speak. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:

Suky Ramos spoke on this item.
Ayes: Victor Perez, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia

Nays:
Abstain: Yvonne Colon-Villalobos

12. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO

EXECUTE GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE TEXAS HISTORICAL
COMMISION FOR A GRANT AWARD OF $30,000 TO IMPLEMENT
PLANNING ACTIVITIES FOR THE IMPROVEMENTOF RIO VISTA
FARMS. ANIBAL OLAGUE
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A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Alejandro Garcia to approve
and authorize mayor to execute agreement with Texas Historical Commission for
a grant award of $30,000.00 to implement planning activities for the improvement
of Rio Vista Farms. Motion passed.

Suky Ramos spoke on this item.
Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak but declined.
Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia

Nays:
Abstain:

13. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF SOCORRO

TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $30,000.00
TO THE TEXAS HISTORIC COMMISSION UNDER THE TEXAS
PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT PROGRAM. ANIBAL OLAGUE

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Alejandro Garcia to approve
item number thirteen (13). Motion passed.

Anibal Olague spoke on this item.

Suky Ramos, Daniel Hernandez, and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak on
this item but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:

POLICE DEPARTMENT

14. DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING ACCEPTANCE OF A

DONATION OF FIREARM AMMUNITION AND TO AUTHORIZE THE
CITY MANAGER OR HER DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE A RELEASE AND
WAIVER OF LIABILITY OF THE DONATING PARTY IN
CONNECTION WITH SAME. CHIEF CARLOS MALDONADO

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Maria Reyes to approve item
number fourteen (14).

An amended motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Maria Reyes to
approve item number fourteen (14) with correction to paragraph number five (5)
change “United States” to State of Texas. Motion passed.

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak but declined.
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Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro
Garcia

Nays:

Abstain:

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

15. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON RESPONSE TO THE REQUEST BY
CITY COUNCIL ON MARCH 16, 2017 ITEM 23 TO RESEARCH COST
TO PURCHASE AND SET UP 2 MORE BILLBOARDS. MIGUEL ROSAS

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Alejandro Garcia to approve the
purchase of mobile message boards and bring back to council for different types
of boards and costs. Motion passed.

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak on this item but
declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:
Abstain:

PLANNING AND ZONING DEPARTMENT

16. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAT
APPROVAL FOR DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION REPLAT “L”, BEING A
REPLAT OF LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 6, DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION, EL
PASO COUNTY, TEXAS. SAM LEONY

17. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAT
FOR DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION REPLAT “N”, BEING A REPLAT OF
LOTS 1 AND 2, BLOCK 4, DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION, EL PASO
COUNTY, TEXAS. SAM LEONY

18. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAT
APPROVAL FOR DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION REPLAT “0”, BEING A
REPLAT OF LOTS 4 AND §, BLOCK 2, DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION, EL
PASO COUNTY, TEXAS. SAM LEONY

19. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAT
APPROVAL FOR DAIRYLAND SUBDIVISION REPLAT “V”, BEING A
REPLAT OF LOTS 3, 4, 5, AND 6 BLOCK 7, DAIRYLAND
SUBDIVISION, EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS. SAM LEONY
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A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
combine items sixteen (16), seventeen (17), eighteen (18), and nineteen (19).
Motion passed.

Ayes: Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays: Victor Perez
Abstain:

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
approve items sixteen (16), seventeen (17), eighteen (18), and nineteen (19).
Motion passed.

Ayes: Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays: Victor Perez
Abstain;

20. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON THE REZOINING OF LOTS 11 AND 12,

21.

BLOCK 1, BEJAR ESTATES, AT 11870 AND 11880 ALAMEDA ACE. (EL
CHIDO, INC.) FROM C-1 (LIGHT COMMERCIAL) TO C-2 (GENERAL
COMMERCIAL) PLUS A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR BEER
AND WINE. SAM LEONY

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Alejandro Garcia to deny the
rezoning of Lots 11 and 12, Block 1, Bejar Estates at 11870 and 11880 Alameda
Ave. (El Chido, Inc.) from C-1 (light commercial) to C-2 (general commercial)
plus a conditional use permit for beer and wine.

Daniel Hernandez spoke on this item.

Sergio Jaime was signed up to speak but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro Garcia
Nays:

Abstain:

MAYOR AND COUNCIL

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO APPROVE REPRESENTATIVE AT-
LARGE, RENE RODRIGUEZ AND ANY OTHER COUNCIL MEMBER
TO TRAVEL FOR TML REGIONAL IV MEETING IN BALMOREAH,
TEXAS ON MAY 12, 2017. RENE RODRIGUEZ

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Victor Perez to approve item
twenty-one (21).
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22.

23.

An amended motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Victor Perez to
approve the travel of Representative At-Large, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, and
Alejandro Garcia. Motion passed.

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro
Garcia

Nays:

Abstain:

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO INVESTIGATE GLORIA M. RODRIGUEZ,
GUILLERMO MADRID, MARY B. GARCIA AND JESUS GANDARA, JR.
FOR ENGAGING IN ILLEGAL FINANCIAL DEALINGS WITH THE CITY
OF SOCORRO, MAKING OR AUTHORIZING IMPROPER
EXPENDITURES BY THE CITY AND OTHER IMPROPER CONDUCT
THAT CONSTITUTES MALFEASANCE WHILE SERVING ON THE
SOCORRO CITY COUNCIL. THIS ITEM PROPOSES QUANTIFYING THE
DOLLAR AMOUNT LOST AND OTHER DAMAGES INCURRED BY THE
CITY AS A RESULT OF THESE ACTIONS AND AUTHORIZING CITY
STAFF TO TAKE STEPS TO RECOVER THESE DAMAGES.
YVONNE COLON-VILLALOBOS

Chief Carlos Maldonado spoke on this item.

A motion was made by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to postpone for the next council
meeting.

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
authorize Chief Maldonado to be the liaison on the investigation of Gloria M.
Rodriguez, Guillermo Madrid, Mary B. Garcia, and Jesus Gandara Jr. Motion
passed.

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro
Garcia

Nays:

Abstain:

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ADD ARTESANO RD., IN SOCORRO,
TEXAS TO THE PAVING OF ROADS LIST FOR 20i7.
YVONNE COLON-VILLALOBOS

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
approve the addition of Artesano to the 2017 paving list with a priority before
monsoon season if possible. Motion passed.
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Daniel Hernandez and Carlos Maldonado spoke on this item
Sergio Jaime was signed up to speak on this item but declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro
Garcia
Nays:
Absent

24. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO APPROVE DISTRICT 4

REPRESENTATIVE YVONNE COLON-VILLALOBOS TO ATTEND THE
NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIAL TRAINING ON AUGUST 3*° THROUGH
4™ 2017 IN SAN ANTONIO TEXAS, AS OPPOSED TO JULY 13™
THROUGH 14™- 2017 IN ROUND ROCK TEXAS AS PREVIOUSLY
APPROVED YVONNE COLON-VILLALOBOS

A motion was made by Maria Reyes seconded by Alejandro Garcia to approve
District 4 Representative Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to attend the newly elected
official training on August 3 and 4 2017 in San Antonio, Texas. Motion passed.

Daniel Hernandez and Sergio Jaime were signed up to speak on this item but
declined.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes and Alejandro
Garcia

Nays:

Abstain:

25. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON ADVICE RECEIVED FROM CITY

ATTORNEY IN CLOSED SESSION, AND ACTION TO APPROVE REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION; AUTHORIZE FILING OR SETTLEMENT OF
LEGAL ACTION; AUTHORIZE EMPLOYMENT OF EXPERT WITNESS
AND CONSULTANTS, AND EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
WITH RESPECT TO PENDING LEGAL MATTERS. ADRIANA RODARTE

26. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON QUALIFICATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS

FOR EMPLOYMENT AND FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS, JOB PERFORMANCE OF EMPLOYEES, REAL ESTATE
ACQUISITION AND RECEIVED LEGAL ADVICE FROM CITY
ATTORNEY REGARDING LEGAL ISSUES AFFECTING THESE
MATTERS. ADRIANA RODARTE

27. DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION AND

RECEIVE STATUS REPORT REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION.
ADRIANA RODARTE
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A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Yvonne Colon-Villalobos to
delete items twenty-five (25), twenty-six (26), and twenty-seven (27). Motion

passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes, and Alejandro Garcia

Nays:
Abstain:

31. ADJOURN

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Alejandro Garcia to adjourn at
9:46 pm. Motion passed.

Ayes: Rene Rodriguez, Yvonne Colon-Villalobos, Maria Reyes, and Alejandro Garcia

Nays:
Abstain: Victor Perez

///gﬁ

—Retie Rodriguez, Mayor ProTem

@ /9&/“,&/,&0/;_

Olivia Navarro, City Clerk Date minutes were approved




