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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 20, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jesus Ruiz

Victor Perez

Rene Rodriguez

Joseph E. Bowling
Sergio Cox

Gloria Rodriguez

STAFF PRESENT:
Willie Norfleet, Jr., City Manager
Sandra Hernandez, City Clerk
Olivia Navarro, Assistant City Clerk
James Martinez, City Attorney
1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Jesus Ruiz
2. PLEGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE
Pledge of Allegiance was recited by Ralph Duran
3. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
A roll call was held and a quorum was established with all members present.

4. PUBLIC COMMENT

Arturo Robles, Juan Castaneda, and Sergio Jaime spoke during Public Comment.
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5.

6.

7.

16.

PRESENTATION

PRESENTATION BY ANIBAL OLAGUE RECOGNIZING THE
ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS THAT
COLLABORATED WITH THE CITY OF SOCORRO TO IMPLEMENT
DISASTER RELIEF. ANIBAL OLAGUE

Mayor Ruiz presented the following organizations with Certificates of
Appreciation:

The Red Cross, Texas Impact, Avanze El Paso, Texas Hunger Initiative, Rio Grande
Council of Governments, Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster, Church of
God, Emergency Community Response Team, Grace Christian Center, El Paso
General Assistance, Project Bravo, and Rebuilding Together El Paso.

Mark Mathis, Executive Director of The Red Cross spoke on this item.

CONSENT AGENDA

EXCUSE ABSENT COUNCIL MEMBERS. SANDRA HERNANDEZ

APPROVAL OF SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY
31,2014. SANDRA HERNANDEZ

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Victor Perez to approve the
Consent Agenda. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to move up
item number sixteen (16). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF APPROVING RESOLUTION 473, A
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE
CITY OF SOCORRO TO WAIVE PERMIT FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF
$35,000 AS AN IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION TO DEMONSTRATE FURTHER
SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED SOCORRO PALMS DEVELOPMENT.
(PRESENTATION BY BOBBY BOWLING) MAYOR JESUS RUIZ
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Bobby Bowling, President and Demetrio Jimenez, Property Manager of Tropicana
Properties made a presentation.

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Gloria M. Rodrlguez to approve
Resolution 473. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to move into
Executive Session for items eighteen (18) thru twenty-one (21). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

THE CITY COUNCIL CONVENED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:51
P.M.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING:

18. DISCUSSION REGARDING REFUGIO ORTA III V. SOCORRO POLICE
DEPARTMENT; SOAH DOCKET NO. 407-13-5909.F5; STATE OFFICE OF
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS. JIM MARTINEZ

19. DISCUSSION REGARDING ISRAEL DELGADO V. SOCORRO POLICE
DEPARTMENT; SOAH DOCKET NO. 407-13-5912.F5; STATE OFFICE OF
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS. JIM MARTINEZ

20. DISCUSSION REGARDING JOE E. ALVAREZ V. SOCORRO POLICE
DEPARTMENT; SOAH DOCKET NO. 407-13-5666.F5; STATE OFFICE OF
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS. JIM MARTINEZ

21. DISCUSSION REGARDING JACQUELINE YALDA V. CITY OF SOCORRO
POLICE DEPARTMENT AND SERGEANT REFUGIO ORTA; CAUSE NO.
2012DCV02044; COUNTY COURT AT LAW NUMBER THREE.

JIM MARTINEZ

THE CITY COUNCIL RECONVENED BACK IN SESSION AT 7:51 P.M.

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Victor Perez to take a five (5)
minute recess. Motion passed.



City of Socorro
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
February 20, 2014

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.

Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

THE CITY COUNCIL CONVENED BACK INTO A RECESS AT 7:51 P.M.
RECESS

THE CITY COUNCIL RECONVENED BACK IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:00
P.M.

REGULAR AGENDA

PLANNING AND ZONING

8. PUBLIC HEARING OF ORDINANCE 327, AN ORDINANCE CHANGING
THE ZONING OF LOT 1, BLOCK 4, SAN YSIDRO SUBDIVISION (11300 DE
LUCIO ROAD) FROM R-1 (SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO R-2
(MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL). THE PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION RECOMMENDS APPROVAL WITH CONTINGENCIES.

SAM LEONY

Public Hearing Opened at 8:01 p.m.
No Speakers
Public Hearing Closed at 8:01 p.m.

9. SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 327, AN
ORDINANCE CHANGING THE ZONING OF LOT 1, BLOCK 4, SAN
YSIDRO SUBDIVISION (11300 DE LUCIO ROAD) FROM R-1 (SINGLE
FAMILY RESIDENTIAL) TO R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL).
THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS
APPROVAL WITH CONTINGENCIES. SAM LEONY

Presentation made by Job Terrazas, Planning Technician of the Planning and Zoning
Department.

Motion made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Gloria M. Rodriguez to approve item
number nine (9). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:
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CITY MANAGER

10.

11.

INTRODUCTION, FIRST READING AND CALLING FOR A PUBLIC
HEARING OF ORDINANCE 330, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS, PROVIDING FOR THE
ISSUANCE OF CITY OF SOCORRO, TEXAS COMBINATION TAX AND
REVENUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION, SERIES 2014; LEVYING AD
VALOREM TAXES AND PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT AND
SECURITY OF THE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION; APPROVING AN
OFFICIAL STATEMENT AND AWARDING SALE OF SAID
CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE;
AND ENACTING OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING THERETO.

WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve item
number ten (10). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON CITY MANAGER’S “STATE OF THE
CITY” REPORT FOR 2013. WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

Presentation made by Willie Norfleet, Jr.

No action on this item.

GRANTS DIVISION

12,

13.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ADOPT CITY OF SOCORRO TITLE VI
PLAN. ANIBAL OLAGUE

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve item
number twelve (12). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO ACCEPT THE LOCAL BORDER
SECURITY PROGRAM GRANT AWARD IN THE AMOUNT OF $45,000 TO
INCREASE POLICE DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS AND ASSIST IN
FIGHTING CRIME ALONG THE BORDER. ANIBAL OLAGUE
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A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
item number thirteen (13). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:
Abstain:

14. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF SOCORRO TO
SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $40,000 TO THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE DIVISION EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE
GRANT TO PURCHASE NETWORK EQUIPMENT TO IMPROVE POLICE
OPERATIONS. ANIBAL OLAGUE
A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
item number fourteen (14). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

15. DISCUSSION AND ACTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY OF SOCORRO TO
SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY’S HAZARD MITIGATION GRANT
PROGRAM. ANIBAL OLAGUE
A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
item number fifteen (15). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez
Nays:
Abstain:
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
22. DISCUSSION AND ACTION OF INSTALLING CAMERAS AT PUBLIC

WORKS’ FUEL STATION. GLORIA M. RODRIGUEZ

A motion was made by Gloria M. Rodriguez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to approve
item number seventeen (17). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez
Nays:
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Abstain:

THE CITY COUNCIL CONVENED INTO A TEN MINUTE RECESS AT 8:37
P.M.

THE CITY COUNCIL RECONVENED BACK IN OPEN SESSION AT 8:51
P.M.

22. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON ADVICE RECEIVED FROM CITY
ATTORNEY IN CLOSED SESSION, AND ACTION TO APPROVE REAL
ESTATE TRANSACTION; AUTHORIZE FILING OR SETTLEMENT OF
LEGAL ACTION; AUTHORIZE EMPLOYMENT OF EXPERT WITNESSES
AND CONSULTANTS, AND EMPLOYMENT OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
WITH RESPECT TO PENDING LEGAL MATTERS.

WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

23. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ON QUALIFICATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS
FOR EMPLOYMENT AND FOR APPOINTMENT TO BOARDS &
COMMISSIONS, JOB PERFORMANCE OF EMPLOYEES, REAL ESTATE
ACQUISITION AND RECEIVE LEGAL ADVICE FROM CITY ATTORNEY
REGARDING LEGAL ISSUES AFFECTING THESE MATTERS.

WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

24. DISCUSSION AND ACTION REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION AND
RECEIVE STATUS REPORT REGARDING PENDING LITIGATION.
WILLIE NORFLEET, JR.

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez fo delete items
twenty-two (22), twenty-three (23) and twenty-four (24). Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

21. DISCUSSION REGARDING JACQUELINE YALDA V. CITY OF SOCORRO
POLICE DEPARTMENT AND SERGEANT REFUGIO ORTA; CAUSE NO.
2012DCV02044; COUNTY COURT AT LAW NUMBER THREE.

JIM MARTINEZ

A motion was made by Rene Rodriguez seconded by Gloria M. Rodriguez to accept
the recommendation made by Mrs. Mary Polts, of Texas Municipal League. Motion
passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:
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25. ADJOURN

A motion was made by Victor Perez seconded by Rene Rodriguez to adjourn at
8:43 p.m. Motion passed.

Ayes: Victor Perez, Rene Rodriguez, Joseph E. Bowling, Sergio Cox, and Gloria M.
Rodriguez

Nays:

Abstain:

Jes iz Mayor

e aud Miitl 20,200¢

Minutes prepared by Date minutes approved
Olivia Navarro
Assistant City Clerk




