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(REVISED)

NOTICE OF
2018 TAX YEAR PROPOSED
PROPERTY TAX RATE FOR

CITY OF SOCORRO
First Hearing: August 16, 2018 at 6:00 PM at Socorro City Hall,
860 N. Rio Vista Rd., Socorro, TX 79927.

Second Hearing: September 6, 2018 at 6:00 PM at Socorro City
Hall, 860 N. Rio Vista Rd., Socorro, TX 79927.

A tax rate of $0.752457 per $100 valuation has been proposed
for adoption by the governing body of CITY OF SOCORRO.
This rate exceeds the lower of the effective or rollback tax rate,
and state law requires that two public hearings be held by the
governing body before adopting the proposed tax rate.

The governing body of CITY OF SOCORRO proposes to use
revenue attributable to the tax rate increase for the purpose of
funding increased operating costs.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.752457 per $100

PRECEDING YEAR’S TAX RATE $0.727555 per $100

EFFECTIVE TAX RATE $0.713174 per $100

ROLLBACK TAX RATE $0.752457 per $100

The effective tax rate is the total tax rate needed to raise the
same amount of property tax revenue for CITY OF SOCORRO
from the same properties in both the 2017 tax year and the
2018 tax year.

The rollback tax rate is the highest tax rate that
CITY OF SOCORRO may adopt before voters are entitled to
petition for an election to limit the rate that may be approved to
the rollback rate.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE ABOVE RATES
CAN BE CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

property tax amount= (rate) x (taxable value of your property)/100

For assistance or detailed information about tax calculations,
please contact:

Maria O. Pasillas, RTA
CITY OF EL PASO Tax Assessor-Collector
221 N. Kansas, Suite 300
El Paso, TX 79901
915-212-0106
citytaxoffice@elpasotexas.gov
www.elpasotexas.gov/tax-office

You are urged to attend and express your views at the following
public hearings on the proposed tax rate:

First Hearing: August 16, 2018 at 6:00 PM at Socorro City Hall,
860 N. Rio Vista Rd., Socorro, TX 79927.

Second Hearing: September 6, 2018 at 6:00 PM at Socorro City
Hall, 860 N. Rio Vista Rd., Socorro, TX 79927.
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set of bolt cutters.
The photos were part of an investi-

gation into gym locker break-ins at EP
Fitness and Planet Fitness locations in
June and July. Police spokesman Sgt.
Enrique Carrillo said at the time that
the lockers were broken into at various
locations in June and July.

Thieves break into vehicles parked
at gyms and gym lockers to steal valu-
ables left by people who are working
out, Carrillo said.

Police advise gym patrons to leave
most items at home and only take their
keys, driver's license and cellphone,
which they should keep with them.

María Cortés González may be
reached at 546-6150;
mcortes@elpasotimes.com; @EPTMa-
ria on Twitter.
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The El Paso Police Department pre-
viously has said other funding priori-
ties such as hiring more officers and re-
placing aging police vehicles have been
a factor in not purchasing the cameras.

El Paso police Chief Greg Allen said
he is not against body cameras, but has
concerns about the long-term costs
that are associated with the storage of
the video footage.

"It's a good thing. I think it's a good
first step for the department. I've never
been resistant to cameras, but the pri-
orities of the Police Department dictat-
ed otherwise," Allen said.

Rivera, who advocated for the dona-
tion, said the cameras play a dual role
in protecting the public and the offi-
cers.

“The implementation of body-worn
cameras in the EPPD will result in fur-
ther improving transparency and ac-
countability to the public. This money
will support and fund body-worn cam-
eras for the EPPD Crisis Intervention
Team Unit and DWI Task Force Unit,”
Rivera said.

Officials said it will take about 60 to
90 days to purchase the cameras and
get them in operation. The donation
should cover the cost of 34 body cam-
eras.

Rivera has said he thinks the use of
body cameras could reduce the number
of lawsuits that are filed against El Paso
police officers.

Civil rights lawsuit against 
police cites mental illness

A civil rights lawsuit filed in May
against the Police Department claims
police have used excessive force
against people with signs of mental ill-
ness, citing several recent cases.

The lawsuit filed by attorneys En-
rique Moreno and Lynn Coyle claims
that in the 15-year period from 1997 to
2012, there were 32 excessive force

cases. That compares to at least 21 in
only four years, from 2012 to 2016, the
lawsuit states. 

The suit cites the case of a suicidal
man who died after police shocked him
with a Taser in 2015; the fatal shooting
of a handcuffed prisoner outside the
Downtown jail in 2013; and the shoot-
ing of another suicidal man in 2016.

The crisis intervention team, which
is expected to launch at the end of the
year, will have 14 police officers and 14
clinical workers from the Emergence
Health Network.

Crisis intervention teams, or critical
incident teams, are made up of licensed
officers who respond to emergency
calls involving mentally ill people. The
officers are typically paired with li-
censed clinical workers who help get
individuals crisis treatment and ser-
vices instead of jail time and help pre-
vent the possibility of injury or death.

The department’s Driving While In-
toxicated task force has 10 officers who
conduct DWI enforcement throughout
the city.

The council in November deleted an
item that would have directed staff to
seek funding or apply for a state grant
to pay for the cameras, as well as an-
other that would have formed a com-
mittee to look into policies for police
cameras.

The City Council at the time directed
the Police Department to research the
cost and procedures for using them.

The Police Department previously
had considered cameras in 2015 and
2016, but did not have funding at the
time to cover the required match.

Elida S. Perez may be reached at 546-
6137 or eperez@elpasotimes.com. 

El Paso police Chief Greg Allen, left, and city Rep. Henry Rivera on Tuesday
accept a $110,000 donation for body cameras. ELIDA S. PEREZ/EL PASO TIMES
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Officials said it will
take about 60 to 90
days to purchase the
cameras and get
them in operation.

WACO, Texas – Lynnette Geary ini-
tially teaches students to play the caril-
lon on a modified electric keyboard.

But there is no way to replicate the
real thing, manipulating wooden levers
with both hands and feet to bring 22
tons of bronze bells at the top of Pat
Neff Hall into a melody descending
over Baylor University.

The Waco Tribune-Herald reports
Geary is an unsung hero who brings an
ethereal beauty to Baylor, music school
dean Gary Mortenson said.

“Her carillon playing floats above
our central campus during times of cel-
ebration, significant times in our aca-
demic-Christian calendar and during
times of tragedy when reflection is im-
portant,” Mortenson said. “Lynnette’s
dedication to upholding high stan-
dards of performance on this very spe-
cialized musical instrument, at the
very pinnacle of our most iconic build-
ing, helps all of us down on the ground
appreciate something greater and
more meaningful than the daily tasks
we are going to and from in our build-

ings.
“We are richer, as a campus commu-

nity, for her contribution to our daily
lives even though we do not see her as
she climbs six stories to the carillon
room and takes the bench to push the
levers to ring the bells, large and small,
that create such heavenly sounds.”

Geary’s climb up the narrow stair-
case takes her to a small room with the
keys to the 48 cast bronze bells over-
head. She turns off an air conditioner in
the window struggling against triple-
digit summer temperatures and closes
the passage that leads to the bells.

Leaving the passage open would be
deafening, but leaving the air condi-
tioner on would drown out her music,
she said.

The she gets to work, using the side
of her fist to press a series of baton-like
keys while her feet navigate a pedal
keyboard.

Geary, the assistant to the dean of
the College of Arts and Sciences, was
named the university’s official carillon-
neur in 2006 after a decade of working
under Herbert Colvin, then a music
professor and the official carillonneur
since 1988.

Baylor University carillonneur Lynnette Geary fine tunes her organ July 18
before performing high atop at Pat Neff Hall in Waco, Texas.
ROD AYDELOTTE/WACO TRIBUNE HERALD VIA AP

Carillon player makes
‘heavenly sounds’ 
Cassie L. Smith 
Waco Tribune-Herald

HOUSTON – Two women will appeal
a federal judge’s recent dismissal of
their class-action lawsuit against
Houston and the city’s officials over de-
lays in testing rape kits.

The pair are among about 6,000
women and several hundred minors
represented in the 2017 lawsuit who
said they were harmed when the Hous-
ton Police Department failed to submit
rape kits to a crime lab. Kits, containing
DNA samplings and other evidence,
that were collected in 2011 were kept in
storage for years, though experts rec-
ommend testing them promptly.

U.S. District Judge Vanessa Gilmore
ruled last week that the lawsuit was
filed too late and didn’t cite any civil
rights violations to hold officials re-
sponsible. Gilmore ruled that a two-
year statute of limitations had lapsed in
2013.

An attorney for one of the women,
Randall Kallinen, seeks to delay the
statute of limitations. He told the
Houston Chronicle the women’s legal
claims aren’t too late because they
didn’t know about issues with their
rape kits until police told them. The
women are both victims of rape by seri-
al offenders who had DNA samplings in
police databases. The offenders
weren’t identified until Houston paid
two private labs to clear up a rape kit
backlog in 2013 and 2014.

The Associated Press doesn’t usual-
ly name alleged victims of sexual as-
sault.

The city of Houston has argued that
there was no longer a rape kit backlog
and the women’s legal arguments are
“six years too late.”

Kallinen said delays in testing rape
kits have increased and that an appeal
is critical “so that other people don’t
have to suffer.”

2 women to appeal
ruling over rape kits 
ASSOCIATED PRESS


